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Introduces useful tools, materials, and techniques, shows how to depict flowers, trees, animals,
and clouds, and argues that drawing increases one's appreciation of nature.

From the Back Cover"The Weavers," a landmark of class-conscious art, which depicts, in a
series of prints, the plight of the worker and his age-long struggle to better his lot. "Death as a
Friend," showing a man greeting his death as an old friend, with a hysterical mixture of joy and
terror. "The People," in which a mother shields her offspring from phantoms of hate, poverty, and
ignorance—and symbolizes woman as creator, begetter of the human race, link between past
and future.These works represent the recurrent themes which most characterize the work of
Käthe Kollwitz: social consciousness and a sense of the suffering of mankind, an urge to voice
the basic maternal attitude, and a preoccupation with death. She has been called a
propagandist, a crusader, yet her art is essentially apolitical. Her concern was not with partisan
causes, but rather with universal rights.Fundamentally a dramatic artist, Käthe Kollwitz (1867–
1945) brought to each of her works an uncanny ability to evoke human emotions through subtle
gestures and facial expressions. The reactions of her characters were psychologically true
primarily because she tested them on herself.The present collection contains 83 of Mrs.
Kollwitz's finest works, including the last great print cycles: "The Weavers" of 1898; "The Peasant
War" of 1908; "War" of 1925; and "Death" of 1935. These selections provide a full panorama of
Mrs. Kollwitz's development as a master of the graphic techniques of etching, woodcutting and
lithography. Over 69 of the illustrations have been rephotographed from the original works
specially for this edition, and new techniques in photolithography and a larger format have
resulted in reproductions that are as close as possible to the prints and drawings themselves.
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Drawing Nature for the Absolute Beginner: A Clear & Easy Guide to Drawing Landscapes &
Nature (Art for the Absolute Beginner) Creating Textured Landscapes with Pen, Ink and
Watercolor



Avid Reader, “Very instructive. If only travel were easier at this time, I might put this to better use.”

NaNa, “The Future. I think this is an excellent book for children over the age 10 as well as adults.
I try and find Christmas presents that will be fun and at the same time enhance the talents of the
individual grandchild; so this year it was a subscription to 'Popular Science' for one (aged 15)
and 'The Sierra Club Guide to Sketching in Nature' for the 11 year old as he loves to draw, is
already very good at it and the bonus being that they live in the country.This is an excellent book
that he will be able to keep forever ... another good point for Christmas presents. Amazon also
carries the supplies and in this case, the pencils suggested which I might look at for the next
birthday present.I am already thinking of the Water Colour book for next year's gift; again
because it can be kept 'forever' and it is a gift that just keeps on giving.Amazon has excellent
ideas for gifts and sure does beat pounding the pavement to look for a 'special' something that
can be kept and referred to on an on-going basis.”

Fitness Guy, “Sierra Club Guide to Sketching in Nature. This little book packs more useful
information within its covers than just about any other sketching book I know, and I have shelves
of them. Cathy Johnson is a wonderful, articulate teacher and most generous with her help (her
website is a prime example of this). The title of this book understates its value to just about any
type of sketching or painting. Whether you practice graphite pencil, colored pencil, pen,
charcoal, or watercolor sketching and painting, you will find many useful tips and examples. I
wish I had purchased this book before so many others that I have . . . I would not have needed
them.”

PeggyB, “Cathy Johnson's Guide to Sketching in Nature. Cathy Johnson scored another home
run with me with this book. I'm newly returned to sketching after a 40-year break. I started with
her "first series" sketching and drawing book after checking it out of my local library. The Sierra
Club guide is broader and more inclusive, loaded with ideas and techniques from other artists,
and very useful to a beginner. I like Cathy Johnson's style and her presentation - the idea of
"suggesting" a form or shape or movement is appealing; she gives me enough information and
encouragement to try something, modify it, and make up my own style.”

Donald M. Kolstad, “Excellent Book!. The author did a excellent job making each technique easy
to understand with excellent illustrations. A very good book all the way around. I highly
recommend it for artists wanting to go into nature to create art.”

J. Holmes, “Great book for sketch artists!. I was looking for a book to go through all aspects of
nature sketching and journaling. This is the book! I have lended the book out to other sketch
artists and they found it very useful as well. Lots of pointers on different types of sketching and



FANTASTIC illustrations. It it worth purchasing just for the illustrations alone. I would
recommend this book to ANYONE who is interested in sketching nature.”

Auntie Em, “Perfect gift for a learning friend.... A gift purchased for a friend who is just learning to
watercolor.  I think it will inspire her.  Thanks.”

Highland Beachcomber, “A must-buy for sketchers and would-be sketchers. I stumbled on Cathy
Johnson's website and was sufficiently impressed to buy two of her books. The 'other' book on
Visual Journalling was not good but this book is excellent. So often 'how to' books by artists
simply rehearse their own skills and talent and actually offer little in the way of real insights or
instruction. This book not only offers a host of inventive tips, practical techniques and kit advice,
but guides you into habits to continue your development as an artist. Cathy Johnson has a rare
gift for encouraging the reader to try something and then make it their own, so that confidence
and skill continue to grow. This is a book to read through, and continue to dip into; with 12
chapters packed with ideas and illustrations, it's a resource for every amateur artist.”

P. G. Lee, “Excellent. This book is an excellent text book with inspirational content.Don't be put
off by title which may lead you to think that it is only relevant to Americans...it's just as relevant
world wide.I speak as a professional artist of 50 years drawing, painting and sketching.It really is
a gem!And just to make it clear...I do not know the author but do know that she is an excellent
artist and fine teacher which can be seen throughout her book.”

Magnien A., “Really good content but presentation needs to be refreshed. I was at first a bit
disappointed because I was expecting more colors in the book since it is going to talk about
watercolors. As well, the lettering and black and white drawings in my opinion make the book not
so attractive.But don't stop yourself by these elements because the content is really interesting.
The way the author explains the things looks really easy access for somebody starting this
activity!Just needs to be a little bit refreshed in my point of view”

Plimages, “Good solid information. Good solid information never goes wrong. This is one of
those instruction books that you can read cover to cover or browse through and pick out specific
bits of information. Nice balance of black and white images with coloured images. I looks and
feels like a sketch book so is easy to use. The images have captions with instructional
information. It is a welcoming book that is presented in such a way that I believe that I can do
this.”

The book by Eric Sloane has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 69 people have provided feedback.
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